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7 Now it came about after the 
death of Moses the servant of the 


Wherever He LORD, that the LORD spoke to 
Leads J/Il'Go 


Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
servant, saying, ê “Moses My 
servant Is dead; so now arise, cross 
this Jordan, you and all this 
people, to the land which Iam 
giving to them, to the sons of 
Israel. 7 Every place on which the 
sole of your foot steps, | have 

given it to you, just as I spoke to 
BPP E E ep a Moses. 4 From the wilderness and 
this Lebanon, even as far as the 
great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea 
toward the setting of the sun will be your territory. ê No one will be able to oppose you 
all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, | will be with you; I will not 
desert you nor abandon you. ê Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people 
possession of the land which | swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and 
very courageous; be careful to do according to all the Law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may achieve 
success wherever you go. ? This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will 
achieve success. ? Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be 
terrified nor dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:1- 
9, NASB). 


This study will be all about receiving what is promised to us as believers. You may 
wonder what good it does to study about what happened to Israel. The Apostle Paul 
addresses that subject when writing to the church in Corinth. He describes the things 
that Israel went through and the mistakes that they made. Paul says: 7’ Vow these 


things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon 
whom the ends of the ages have come. (1 Corinthians 10:11, NASB). 


All of these stories that we've been talking about concerning the patriarchs relate 
directly to this. As we move through the Book of Joshua, we should keep asking 
ourselves, “what does this exemplify in my walk with the Lord?” There are a lot of things 
that happen in Joshua that have a New Testament parallel. There are all sorts of old 
hymns that talk about crossing the Jordan and going into Canaan. They often seem to 
allude to crossing over into heaven. We who are bluegrass singers, love one called “To 
Canaan's land l'm on my way where the soul never dies”. However, what we're studying 
is not really a picture of us going into heaven, but rather how the events that the 
Israelites went through is a reflection of what goes on in our daily Christian walk. The 
Children of Israel did finally make it to the Promised Land, but even while they were in 
the Promised Land, they still were engaged in struggles and problems. God never 
promises to take away our struggles and problems while we are still on this earth. 


It is in the midst of our own troubles that we take hold of the promises of God and we 
work things out. There are some interesting parallels in the journey to the Promised 
Land and how it applies to the spiritual journey in our lives. 


On Wednesday night, we dove into the first nine verses of Joshua chapter one and | 
want to sort of review that this morning while taking in some new material. The Book of 
Joshua is about the Jewish people taking possession of the land that God Promised 
them. This land was a physical inheritance that God had promised to them. After they 
had left Egypt and ended up at Sinai, a search party was sent out to explore the land, 
and a representative was chosen from each of the twelve tribes of Israel to participate in 
that search. The report that was given was a bad report. The majority opinion was that 
there were giants in the land and that the odds of taking the land were just too low to 
even attempt. Only Joshua and Caleb gave a good report. The others were paralyzed 
by their fear. Their fear and inaction lead them to be stuck in Kadesh-Barnea for 38.5 
years. They had been given a physical inheritance by God, but they refused to receive it. 
We ended last week with a very sad verse. The people that brought the bad report said, 
"33 We also saw the Nephilim there (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we 
were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 13:33, 
NASB). 


This is interesting because it often parallels our own spiritual lives. God promises a 
spiritual inheritance to every believer, but few believers really live a victorious life. They 
are often paralyzed by fear of things that look like giants in their lives. The “giants” we 
have in our brains are too numerous to list here. Much of the time the roadblock to 


living a victorious life begins with unbelief; which turns into fear. We are afraid that 
we're going to hurt, suffer, or sink. It is difficult for us to accept that God uses our 
suffering to mature us spiritually (James 1). He doesn’t promises to always remove our 
suffering, but He promises to give us grace in the midst of our suffering. 


Joshua never entertained fear because he didn't lean on his own understanding of 
events. He chose to believe and hence he understood that God would deliever on His 
promises. Joshua, which means “God Saves," is the leader that brought Israel into the 
land that had been promised in the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It was a physical 
inheritance that they received. We have not been promised a physical inheritance, but 
rather a spiritual inheritance. 


On Wednesday | went over some parallels between what the Israelites went through and 
what we go through in our own lives. 


SYMBOLISM OF ISRAEL'S HISTORY 


Israel's slavery in Egypt - analogous to our bondage and slavery to sin and the world. 
Pharaoh's Opposition — similar to Satan's opposition to us being freed from sin and 
bondage. He wants us to stay in bondage. 

Moses the Deliverer — picture of Jesus the Deliverer. Moses was the picture of one 
delivering the people by the Mosaic Law while Jesus was the one who made a New 
Covenant and who frees us by Himself through grace. 

Passover — picture of the blood of Jesus being applied to our hearts. 

Exodus from Egypt — picture of leaving the world behind as we come to faith. 

Israel at the Red Sea — picture of Satanic attacks against us. 

Red Sea Parting - picture of deliverance and baptism. 

Giving of the Law in Sinai — picture of Christian instruction, as well as a picture of the 
Church receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Failure at Kadesh-Barnea — picture of the failure in our own lives. We have been saved 
and delivered, but we often do not live in victory. Sin still has a hold on us. Our 
disbelief results in fear, and our fear leads to spiritual paralysis. 

Wilderness Years — picture of wandering in the desert / saved but not living 
victoriously. 

Crossing of the Jordan — picture of rededication to obedience and faith. Gaining a 
resolution that one is going to go in and fight the good fight of faith. 

Taking of the Land — picture of meeting the battles of life head on with the promises of 
God. This is what we do all the time. We're learning to live victoriously with the 
promises of God. This is when we live in a beautiful way of understanding the promises 
of God and are working through them until they become testimonies. This gives us a 


new emphasis. All those things that happed to the Israelites are examples to us of how 
we live out the Christian life. Let's now turn to the text. 


God's Orders to Joshua 


7 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD 
spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, Joshua 1:1, NASB). 


Here we see that Moses has died. God then appoints a man in the place of Moses who 
leads the people into their physical inheritance. His name is the same as our Savior who 
leads us to our spiritual inheritance, Joshua = (Yah Hoshua) Yeshua. That's the name of 
Jesus. You might remember from last Sunday that God gave Joshua this name. His 
name was Hoshua which meant “salvation,” but Moses gave Him the new name “Yah 
Hoshua” which meant “God saves.” 


2 “Moses My servant is dead; so now arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to 
the land which | am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. Joshua 1:2, NASB). 


Commentaries say that the word “land” is mentioned 87 times in this book of Joshua. 
God is bringing His people into their inheritance of the land. The covenant that God 
made with the people of Israel was the land. We have been given “all spiritual blessings 
in Christ.” We went over some of those blessings last Sunday and mentioned them on 
Wednesday. We received those inheritances by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). The first 
deposit that we received was the Holy Spirit Himself that was put into our heart the 
moment we first believed. 


Verses three thru nine then outline the territory that God has promised to His people. 
God also makes certain personal promises to Joshua: (1) no one will be able to oppose 
him, (2) just like Moses, God will be with him, and (3) God will not desert or abandon 
him. He tells Joshua to do two things: (1) be strong and courageous, and (2) be careful 
to follow the Torah which Moses commanded (follow the word of God). In following the 
Word, God tells Joshua to not turn to the right or to the left from God's word. This 
reminds us of James the brother of Jesus who tells us that the double-minded man is 
unstable in all of his ways (James 1:8). God then tells Joshua for the third time, 


? Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified nor 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9, NASB). 


Look what is repeated three times: “Be strong and courageous.” God is speaking 
directly to Joshua making personal promises to him. God makes these same personal 
promises to each of us. He has said to each of us, “I will never leave your or forsake 


you.” It seems like angel after angel in the Bible present themselves saying, “Fear not.” 
Last Sunday | quoted a verse that my mother carefully embedded into my memory and 
my heart at a young age. It has been what | have turned to in times of trouble in my life. 
“Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, I will also help you, I will also uphold you with My righteous right hand.’ (Isaiah 
41:10, NASB). 


God tells us over and over that it's all going to be alright. When Joshua reached the age 


of 110, he testified that not a single promise of God went unfulfilled. Joshua is 
screaming to us through the centuries saying, “GOD IS A PROMISE KEEPER!” 


Joshua Assumes Command 


10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, "' “Pass through the midst 
of the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for 
within three days you are going to cross this Jordan, to go in to take possession of the 
land which the LORD your God Is giving you, to possess it.” 


’2 But to the Reubenites, to the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 
3 “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LoRD commanded you, saying, 
‘The LORD your God is giving you rest, and will give you this land.’ "4 Your wives, your 
little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the 
Jordan, but you shall cross ahead of your brothers in battle formation, all your valiant 
warriors, and shall help them, ' until the LORD gives your brothers rest, as He is giving 
you, and they also possess the land which the LORD your God Is giving them. Then you 
may return to your own land, and take possession of that which Moses the servant of 
the LorD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 


16 They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and 
wherever you send us we will go. 7 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will 
obey you, only may the LorD your God be with you as He was with Moses. '® Anyone 
who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you 
command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous.” (Joshua 1:10-18, 
NASB). 


This was a new generation that heard the promises of God, believed the promises of 
God, and acted on the promises of God. Are you willing today to listen to, believe in, 
and act on the promises of God? God speaks loudly to us in this passage telling us that 
we have an inheritance, and we need only receive it. He is telling us that receiving it will 
include some rough water, but we must be strong and courageous. Finally, He is telling 
us that our response should be “Lord, wherever You lead | will go.” 


Let us pray. 
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